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PREFACE

What followsis an MA thesis which was submitted in May 1963. The only copy | had was a third carbon (the University
demanded a top copy and one other). It was very clear in places, iniokb&ssso. It represented a great deal of work and if it
was more easily avable, it might prove useful to others doing similar research.
On a whim | decided to make a digital copy so that it would be readable. This was made easier by the existence of
character recognition technology. Even so, the deficiencies in the carbpmeapt that many of the pages had to be retyped
and all had some degree of retyping. The illustrations were reproduced by a mixture of scanning or photographing. The origina
negatives for the illustrations and the plans have disappeared long ago émelylsadvived, they would not have been in good
condition. Where | could find better photographs, | have dontheariginals were all black and white and | have retained this
for all photographs.
Deliberately, no changes have been made to the tehaugt the last chapter is now quite dated; written, as it was, while
the Second Vatican Council was in progress. My forecasts have not proved to be entirely accurate. Nevertheless, a record of
what was thought of as O6cgytfhotwvalgabledged in 1963 can be inte
| have tried to correct typographical errors in the original and it was astonishing to find so many. | have also taken the
liberty of amending the strange punctuation here and therevangrarely, slightly rewordingomething whichwas either
ambiguous or incomprehensible. Some information has been added to the biblidgrake it more useful. But 9% of the
thesis is exactly as it was submitted. No opinions or interpretations have been revised.
An index has been added at thelbén five sections: Artists and Designers, Churches, Museums, Popes and General)
in the faint hope that it might encourage someone to searchinntlite index, lhe opportunityhas been taken to more clearly
identify churches whiclare often identifiedn the text merely by reference to their locati@mviously, the digital copy is fully
searchable.

David Chappell
2017

© David Chappell 2017
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INTRODUCTION

Asimpledef i ni t i on o fthatpana theSchunch immediatglsurrosndirdy thaltar, separatefiiom therestof the
church by rails owalls, andcontaining within its boundaries the articles of furniture used by the celebrant of thamdasis
at t e nGaemugt [@e used in applying this definition becaubkewadh in the early centuries Ghristianity the seats of the
presbyterSmay be correctly considered asurtof the Sanctuarylaterthey passedutside theSanctuary and were situated in
thatpartoft he c hur ch k n,aviiah falés autsitliethe scope dif this thiedisn small churches, howevehere often
was, ands no demarcatiobetween the Sanctuary and the choir, and the skais wereften usedor the altarservers.

In early timesthe Sanctuary wasnown ast h e 6 ®denxcehdedaude ofhe semicircularshape usually adopted
or as t hbecausd of its besemigaiice to the platfosadby the magistrates in the civil basilicas. It was sometimes
calledt h emaalthough thigerm was mor@roperly applied to a partitar portion ofthe Sanctuarpetween altar and nave

It is intended to trace the development of the Sanctuary and its furnistanggarly Christiartimes to the present day
dealing @rticularly with the situationni the RomanCatholic Church. The furrghingswill be examinedindividually and In
relationto one another at various stages throughiwit history, and amattempt madéo discover the motives furtherimpanges
in their disposition and structutgxampleswill be drawnfrom all periods of azhitecture which haveade avorthy contribution
to the developmenbf the Sanctuary andurnishings. Some account of the decrees and regulations governifugrtishings,
together with analysis of the functional requirements of the latter at vdmoess will be included. In conclusiospmeidea
may be formed of the present trenfl the desigrof the Sanctuary andhe ntegration of thaetemsof furniture as part of an
architectural whole.

It is a formidable task to discover the precise characteéneoSanctuarat the time of the beginning of the Christian
Church, due téhe almostotal destruction ofmaterialevidence. Allthatthe architectural historian can do is to exangristing
buildingsand try to arrive at a reasonable conclusion in aeeurel with the literary evidence of theriod.More difficult is the
assembly of data regardiegrlyfurnishings. These were far more fragile than buildings and even where buildisg arect
their original furnishings, imany cased)ave longsince vanished, often under the haoéisvould-berestorerg

! The Presbyterarethewhole of the clegy assisting theelebrant during Mass.

2In S SabinaRome,the lasthundred years has seen testruction of the Romanesqeiborium and cancelli, being replaced by a modern imitation of
what was considered to be an early type of cancelli simildmatioin S Clemente, in thEamecity.



The ssue is further complicated by the religious nature of the subject. Emotion and pious fervour have obscured the
writings of some authors, and often what they state is whgitvould like to hink was the ase rather than a strict rendering of
the facts. This is true of the early writers, whose descriptions of the buildings areumdrin often ambiguous or incplete.
It is particularly true of some modern writers who try to make up for dfgkecise information by fanciful reconstructions of
Early Christian services. Many ecclesiastics have published works on this subject with little consideratiomraftiteaf
requirements involvedOnly from the pens of serious architectural histajaas well as from the buildings themselves, can a
true picture be obtained

The Church has, from time to time, issued decrees concergi@atictuary and its furnishing®metimes thes#ecrees
were overdue, sometimédsey were still in force long aftéine initial need for them had passedcasionally they are too binding
on the architect and based on obscure symbolisnetdeatriment of functional needSome decrees, still in force, obstruct the
modernLiturgical Movement by placingevere obstaekin the path of the architect. It istended to presetitese and other
problems, and tobserve the solutions proposeddifferent ages

It has been decided to approach the problem in three different wwagsonally, historically, and aestheticallyfor in
some ages one aspect was emphasised more than the others and, in trying to discover the reasonamhitectairal,
characteristicsthis must be taken into consideratiofihe function of the Sanctuary was constant throughout its histay, th
requirements varying slightly as the Church expanded, stress being ladfevant things in different times and places.
Ceremonies grew more complex and prigstperform them became more numerous as time went on. The shape, size and
character of th&anctuary and the arrangement of its furniture were changed accordingly.

Historically, the Sanctuary naturally followed the general trend of architecture, although changes in architectural style
did not, necessarily, produce changes in the Liturgy a& viersa. The effect of different architectural theories, and their
influences, will be studied. Aesthetically, the success or failure of different treatments of the Sacred Space will be analysed in
relation to the mood of the time.

These three approagh are not airtight compartments and it is obvious that they must overlap, but to follow these lines
of investigation may lead to a clearer erstanding of the role of theaBctuary through the ages.

Among the significant points which will be noted ahe tthanges in the shape of the Sanctuary, its steps and their
arrangement, the ceiling treatment, the presence or absence of windows and the overall change from an enclosed t a more flui
conception of the Sacred Space.
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CHAPTER |
THE BEGINNINGS AND ORGANISATION OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH

érheChurchis the Societyof thebelievers in JesuShrist, of thosevhoacceptHis claimto beGod Incarnate,
His missiorto redeem makind and to makk&nown tait the fullnessof Gods revelation&

I't is recorded in the O0Act s QufLordtheee wapabautalhendred artdtwanty, af t er t
believers in the upper room at JerusafeFrom small beginnings éhChurch grew, spreading from Palestine to Asia
Minor, Greece, ltaly, Egypt, Africa, Gaul, Spain and Britain (fig.1), becoming established throughout the Roman
Empire. After the first migenaries and the well recordedurneys of St. Paul, the names o fhioneers and the
circumstances in which the Faith was introduced into the various countries are scarcely ever documented.
Vagueness also surrounds the early organisation of the Church. The first authenticated instance of the creation
of Bishops, for eample, occued in the reign of Pope Clement | (2Q0), who is stated to have created fifteen
bishops, ten priests and eleven deacons in ordinatibms Twelve Apostles were the first bishops, and St. Peter, the
Prince of the Apostles, is consideredtbg Church to have been the first Pope.
The bishop was the cqtete ecclesiasti¢ie had authority over the rest of the cleeggigned to him and he
was the teacher argpiritual fatherof the Faithful.
TheHierarchy of he Cathalc Church at the presetime is illustrated, diagrammaélty, in Table 1.The Pope
is the supreme authorityle is advised by the College of Cardinals &ng v ari ous committees, ter |
Congregationsd6, twel venofSmacruenlisde oneeidhidichdhs dhesigd obigflg t |
concerned, being the body whicmder the Pope, finally decidesegtions of ceremonial andcsed furnishingsThe
Congregations, Cardirhnd other persons nominatgdthe Pope make recommendations on all aspects of iChurc

3 Mgr Philip Hughes. O6A Popular History of the Catholic Churchoé, 1958,
4 Holy Bible, 1609 Douayl, 15.
5 ChArtaud de Montor, O6Roman Ponti ffsé, 1867 p.21.
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govermment, ceremonial, doctrine, etehich the Pope can endorsesappresste also issues decrees, himself, which
the whole Church is bound tbey

Table 1
The Hierarchy of the Roman Catholic Church

The Pope
Sacred Congregations  Cardinals Religious Orders
Archbishops

Bishops
Domestic Prelates
Canons

Priests
Laity

One of the teachings of the Church which played a vital part in the development of the Sanctuary, is the belief that an
ordained Priest has the power to change bread and wine into the actual Body and Blood of Cluugtckanging

the outward appearance of the breadwandn e . Known a ®rf the actaschietlyperformed tdg the i

Mass and the seed elementsre often reserved afterwards in a safe plg&iepresent, the tabernacle on the altar is

the anly authorised place). Bh r eser ved el e meBlesssedSagame n Khi2 manner ol reservation 0
and the honour accorded to the Blessed Sacrament, even to the extgasoigi above the altar for vemadion,

has produced numerous changethe aspect of the Sanctuaail,of which will be discusseahitheir proper place.



High Mass Is performed with one priest, a deacon and alsalmn (now, generally, all are ordained priests
though this was not always the case), and a number of seWbkes a bishopfticiates at High Mass iis termed
"0 Pont i fandcheslde thé preest, @eacon and sdkaconfwo priests assist the bishop and a choir of wiest
may take part in the ceremoriyow Mass is a shortened form of High Mass, at which priest officiates, assisted
by oneserve. There are almost unlimited variatiorss u ¢ h Requgeem Blass (for the dead), before tBishop
Ent hr,orrMasses celebrated by abbots or cardinals. When the Pope celebrates Mass the ceremsiyefoll
sanme formula as Pontifal Mass but with numerous additioasncerned with the dignity of the Papal Couttiis
assistants are normally cardinals, oteast, bisops, and the Mass is complicated still furthgrcburtesies due to
them. Other ceremoniesiot essential to the worship of the Church, ak#atins, TenebraeCompline, and
Benaliction. The Liturgy $ the term given to the public worship of the Churttie actions and words
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CHAPTER Il
THE EARLY CENTURIES OF THE CHURCH

The Catholic Church holds that the Mass was instituted at the Last Supper of Our Lord, thus the first Sanctuary wais the room
which the Last Supper was held, with Our Lorctalebrant and His Apdss as participants ithe meaP Very little is known
about Sanctuaries, their design and arrangement, hatfburth century when Constamgi proclaimed, the Edict of Milan in
313, allowing fredom of worship, and churches begandbualt in great number®uring the firg three centuries of Christianity
the organisation othe Church was unsettled lintermittentpersecutions (@ble 2).Contemporary documentsdicate that
between periods of agi hostility Christians were &bto gather for their Liturgy unmolested. Wndbtedly, however, the order
of their livesand the accessorieswbrship were coloured by the constant dangentefierenceThe principal act of theiturgy
was the Euchar i st (the chef @dtrofetlae KViass)dgollowédybtberagapedo@eremonial meal. Professor
Jungmanr' is of the opinion that the preponderancdestons and homilies, deliwer by the shop from hs chair or throne,
over the relatively shoEucharstcreated a Liturgical focus on the chair rather than on the altar

The bishop was the teacher of hioplke, the shepherd of his floend the ruler in things spiritual and automatically
assumed prominence. He was a person apartould be compared with theree or thgudge.The precise form of pre
Constantinian chiches or meetinglaces and the origins of the Early Christiasibca have been hotly debated iamy books
by very many eminent historians and no one solution can be proposed with ceftagrpgssibilities seem to fafitio four main
categories:

) House Churche

(i) Scholae
(i)  Cellae
(iv)  Chapels

5 Holy Bible, 1609, DouayMt. 26, 20-29; Mk. 14, 15 Lk. 22, 1220.
"Josef A Jungmann, O6The Early Liturgybo, | 960, London, Darton, Longman



Date

64

96

110
202211
222-235
250-251
257

258

260
303

313
330
378
430550
493526
800

Table 2
Important events relating to Christians to 800 AD
Event

Partial and local persecution under Nero.

Partial and local persecution under Domitian.

Pl i nyds c owihleasgap abouttieerChristians.

Partial persecution under Septimus Severus.

Alexander Severus friendly to the Christians.

Systematic attempt to destroy Christianity under Decius.
Prohibition of Christian assemblies, visitscemeteries and
confiscation of meeting places and cemeteries under Valerian.
Valerian decrees death to all priests and death or other punishments
to all persisting Christians.

Gallienus gives use of cemeteries back to Christians.

Diocletion issues edicts for the destruction of churches and
confiscation of sacred writings. Christians removed from office and
outlawed. Severer measures against the clergy.

Toleration of Christianity by Constantine. Many churches built.
Dedication of Congntinople.

Defeat of EmpenoValens by the Goths at Hadrianople.

Artistic importance of Ravenna.

Reign of Theodoric the Ostrogoth. Patronage of the Church.
Charkemagne crowned Holy Roman Empero

10
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House Churches

It seems clear that the first meetingLbfistians followed the exargof the LasSupper and took place in private apagnts.
There are references to such gathericga( | e d 6 ¢ h u rtcohtleesApostled na ntdhistediceA cE

Otherexampleso ¢ u r i cogritiomsof Cd Remeamdtthés e cond century OActs of Marty
his conpanions

It is known tha Christianity attracted to itself followefsom all walks of life evenaccording to Maleas early a the
firstcenturyt h e wo r d(chiureh) wak eseditoardier to thelemnassembly of Christias to take part in the Liturgy. (It
does not mean the actual roomlifse

8 Holy Bible, 16009.

Acts 1, 1315 6And, when they were come in, they wentlJamepand nt o an upper roo
Andrew Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Mathew, James of Alpheus and Simon Zelotes and Jude,
the brother of James.

All these were persevering with one mind in prayer, with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus and
with his bretheren.

In those days, Peter, rising up in the midst of the bretheren, said (now the number of persons together was
about an Hundred and twenty):2©6

Romans 16, 5 6And the church which is in their house. Salute Epenetus my
Christ.

1 Cor. 16, 15 6And | beseech you bretheren you know the house of Stephanas
they are the first fruits of Achaicus, and have dedicated th

Col. 4,15 6Sal ut e tylbeur erhewhba eare at Laodicea, and Nymphas and the churc

PhiL,2 6And to Appia our dearest sister, and to Archippus, our fellow so

% Documents, the author of which in supposed to besRzipment I.
PYEmil e MOl e, 06The E,##60Lygndod Earmest Bemrs p.80f Ro me 6
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The primitive Ronan house hadnly one $orey but as cities grew more densely populafgaer sbries caménto general
use. Often theenaula, or dining room, waglaced on theipper floor and this may haveén the room in which theh@stian
gatherings took placend towhich refereceis made in contemporary accounisis important to remembeéiat these rooms
were not specially built to acconodate the gatherings of @tians but were adapted to therposeThetracedle remains of
Romanhousesat bothPompé and Rome show them to hawaranged on the sageneral pattern. Itould bestrange if it were
otherwsefor privatehousegoday are rarkedly similar to each otheshowing only dfferences in the nunds of roomsand
slight variations in arragemert depending on theneans of the ownedustas the modern house reflect®aern cultureand
standardsso the plan of the &nan house would be determined by theedasic standards.

<l
= U

atrium tablinum impluvium

‘u peristyle

ala ™ triclinum riclinum

Figure 2 Typical Roman house (Baldwin Brown) Alternative positions for the Christian gathering either the
tablinum or oecus
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The hous of the Faun at Pompeii and those houses shown on the fragments of theGapiefihe plan of Romef
the time of Septimus Serus show marked resemblances to each ofhgypical arrangemensishown in fig. 2. The house
contains atrium, tablinum]Jaee, triclinumand peristyleGreek influence added the osai the rear of the house for the purpose
of feasts and entertainment. Although the principle of Christian gatherings in the Rous&s held by most architectural

historians, not all can age on the rooms utilised for this purpose. The choice falls between the front of the theuatium,
and the backthe peristyle and oecus. The adherents of the former theory, among them Dom Gregory Dix, the learned liturgist,
' put forward a most plaible argument. The pillared atrium, they say,

" would form the nave and the side aisles (fig. 2) and the tablinum,
revered as the family shrine and containing the pagan hearth, was used
as the seat of the bishop and clergy. In front of the tablinum was the
cartibulum, or chopping block, and this formed a convenient altar. On
important occasions the head of the pagan family sat in the tablinum
surrounded by the heads of junior branches and the rest of the family
stood in the atrium for familgonclave. How esily they couldbe
replaced by the bishop, his clergy and the Christian Congregation.
They could use the triclinium for the Lord's feast, or agape, after the
Liturgy had been performed. Davies
Ar c hi tleraigesuutmenbdjéction that this could not have been the
origin of the Early Christian Basilica because the square shape of the
tablinum and theonstruction of the atrium and its manner of roofing
did not even remotely resemble the form of the earliest Christian
basiicas of which there are certain records. He is probably quite
correct as far as the structure is concerned but the plan does bear a
certain similarity to that of the basilica and if this was one of the
earliest forms of assembly it is significant that 8amctuary is for the
first time, placed in a space apart from the people. Thus emphasis is
placed, perhaps unwittingly, on the bishop as teacher and
representative of God, not on the altar itself, Baldwin Brown favours
the rear portions of the house as tplace of Early Christian

Figure 3 House church at Dura Europos

13 G Davies, 6The Origin and Development of Early Christian Architect
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gatheringst? He asserts that they must have gathered, in the peristyle or oeccus of the Roman house. It is quite possible that the
early Christian did not adhere to one particular arrangement at first but chose the one
which wasmost suitable having regard to the size of the group and the possibility of
intruders, the rear of the house, sheltered by the garden, was certainly more private than
the atrium, which opened off the street. An example still exists, at DuEP&S of a
house turned over completely to the Church from the beginning of the third century (fig.

3). It was discovered in 1923 by the eminent antiquaries Cumont and Rostoviseff.
l . attempt had been made to separate the clergy and the people. The platform,ithought
Davies to have been for the altar, 1 s more

for in those days the Liturgy was invariably celebrated by the celebrant facing the people,
which could not have been the case had the altar been in the@mpasiggested by
Davies. A door at back of the Sanctuary leads to a room which was probably used as a
sacristy. It is known that other houses were turned over for the use of the Church.
Gregory of Tour§ records how one Leocardius gave his house to beratchtiBourges

in the middle of the third century.

Scholae

It is reasonable to ppose that as time went on tineriease in the number of Christians
rerdered the ecommodation offered by private houses inadequate, and the theory has
Figure 4 Scolae at Pompeii been preented that sneof the scholae (figd), which still existin Pompeii, and which
are knownto have existed at Rome, ynhave been used fordlpurpose of Christian
assembly?
It isknown that s@iolae were used for gatherings of Romaitdguand societies in much tkame wayasclubs and halls
are used today. The Christian communities of the first century were regardesctio of society similar in function to a guild,
and therefore, to a large exteolerated. ne of the existingcholae can be said, with tainty, to have been used GYristians

2G Bal dwin Brown, ¢Fr omEd®buhgl, David Doogla§ p.89hedr al 6, 1886,
BFQumont, OFouEULl epos28,PDiHa2 2

14 Bishop of Tours from 573 to his death in 594. Formerly called Georgius Florentius.

Brown, 6From Schola to Cathedral o, p.40.
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but it is possible that they, or buildings like them, were conventespecifically erected, for the purpo3de apse, which almost
always ocurred at one end of thechola wasno doubt originally used by the afifunctionaries of the guilds and would have
provided, if used by the Christians, an ideal place for the bishop and his attendants.

The questionemains an open onkuyt the exitence of the senrwircular apsen secula@architecture surely would have
swggested itself as adeal form for the Christian sanctuapfaying a major part in itadoption for ecclesiastical purposes at a
later date.

Cellae
Another derivative of theemicircular Sanctuary might have been the cellae found ar@arconjuncton with Early Christian

cemeteries. Like the pagan cellae, each one consistedimple building,
semtcircular or trefoiled on plan (figh) and completely open on oséale.
Cemeteries were held sacred by the Romans and Christians were normally
allowed to burytheir dead without troubleThe pagan cellae sheltera

image of the deceased persbacomng a shrine before which a merry feast
was held on the anniversary of the death or lofthe deacperson.

Christian cellae wergenerally erected oveéhe tomis of martyrs and
the Christians cdimued the Roman custom of holding a feasting the
opportunity to feed the poor and discuss religi doctrinelt is possible that
the Mass was celebratetthese cellae before theeal, but It isunlikely that
the weekly Euchast was celebrateah isuch places.

Figure 5 Cella in cemetery of S
Callisto, Rome
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Chapels

The underground chapels in the catacombs hadfiaity with the cellae,
in that the Eucharist was celebratedh ithese chapels only on the
| anniversaries of #h martyrs.The notedauthorities, Professors Herily
and Kirschbaum, denyhat regular services were hefdthecatacombs;
even during times of severe persecufidrExamples of catacomb
chapels, which can be assumed to have been used for the Liturgy, are rare.
The snal squae chanbers (fig 6) containing four or five loculi (recesses
for bodies) are nowhought to have been nothingore than funeral
| chambers constructed perhapfionour of anartyror merely to provide
additional apace when the catatdw corridors became cral®d. The

' presence of an arcosolidincovered tomb in somaf these chambers has
Figure 6 Funeral chamber in Catacomb S |ed various authorities to tHirthat they were used as altars, but generally
Agnese Fuore-le-Mura, Rome the tombs were too high to permit suaharangment. The fact that
some of these chambers baince been turned into chapelgngrely a
result of the piety of the Counter Reformationi®&rand in noway,
suggests theamtinuation of an ancient tradition.

Some of the larger chabers however, exhibit definitevidence of
use as chagls, thebishp 6 s t hrone and putasobyt er a
the rak. Such a chamber is the chapel®#Agnesan the catacomb of
the same namea Rome (fig. 7); discovered byarchiand déed by him
in the third centuryThe floor is level throughout.The Sawtuaryis
squar e an dthrore é inkhe sehti@ pfdhe last wall. A poor
arrangement of seats resuttscause of the awkward cornengtions,
quite unsuitable as places for sitting. It must beuasal that the altar

L
1

1
&

Figure 7 Underground chapel of S Agnese,
Rome

¥Hertling, L and oEmakni rGCsacthabcaoummb,s 66, T h1e9 60, London, Darton Longman & Todd
17 Arched recess.
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was a portable wooden one for itshang since perished.he limit of the Sanctuaris emphasised by two pilasteAmnother
example very S|m|Iar in form is to be se@mthe Coeneterium Maius (fig8) constructedabout 250.

. Nikolaus Pevsnernihi ©@u bi ne of Eur o pus forwdrd theh i t e ct
. interestng theory that the subterranean buildindRimmek n o wn RBasilica ofi Rortad
Magg o (fig. ) constructeah the first century, might be the forerunner of @eistian
~ Basilica.lt is true that, with its apset, does closelyesemble an Early Christian basilica
. of thefourth century, though it isather small beingonly about forty feet in lengtht
seemsunlikely, however, that this solitary emgle can have been anything but a
contributory factor to the adoption of a detircular Sanctuary plan

Summary

It is reasonably safe to assume that tonepart of the first three centuries Christians
gathered for the celebration tfeir Liturgy in private house®riginally it is doubtful
whether there would be any tligction given to the Sanctuary or whethadeed there
was anyadvantage to be gained by sloing The numbers of Christians in each
E i community were at firstjuite small. Theévishop and his clergy would face them across
Figure 8 ] hapl in ‘ the table on which the Liturgy waging peformed;thewhole room being the Sanctuary.
Coemeterium Maius, As far as is known this arrangement obtained thinout the whole Christian worldit
Rome same time during the first centuries the numbeasf Chrtians grew so large that a
separation occued between the bishop aht presbytes and the rest of the gathering.
In those troubled tims the Christians naturally held thEcclesia where they coultf.they were the guests in a large mansion
they might do as Don GregoBjx suggests, and seat the bishop and presbyténe itablinum and the rest in tagium,or they
might gather in a large hall in the house with the bishop and presbytersaatcdard the Faitbf in the remainder of the hall.
The sdolae, and theellae of the cemeteries, would provide further ofyaties for defining the Sanctuary and what would
fed more natural thathat, when they built their fithurches, they continued to emphasise the separation of clergy and laity,

Ni kol aus Pevsner, O6An Outline of European Architecture6, 1954, Londo
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of Sanctuary and nave, using fornasth which they were familiarThe private basilicas in the pales of princes, sh as the
one i n PRalace onithe Radatine Hill, Rome(fig. 10) and the secular basilicas for commerce with their separage ap
for the judges and lawyers nidsave served as examples for this separat

There is little doubt about the suitability of the semncular Sanctuary as opposed to the square
SanctuaryThe two types are shown in figk2 and 11 respectivelyrhe square treatment presents the
practical difficulty of arranging the seats bktpresbyters, it ab poses a subtler problerthe position
of the altar
Although the square Sanctuary gave prominence to the bishop and his presbytersviias alpdr
to be overlookedit was placed in front of the bishop and was simply a tabls.ttiought by Toynbee
and Perkin® that it was a wooden table which could be moved away aftdritingy was finished. It
Figure 9 was perfectly natural to emphasise the bishop at first, as Junginggests? but as reerence for the
Underground altar as the sacred tabletb® Liturgy ncreasedthe problem arose of how to give it prominence. It is
E/Izsg;gic(?reOfRoPn?ga suggested that this ia very largecontributory influencen the adoption of the serircular apse for
’ general useni the fourthcentury.If the apse were adopted a number afgbems wouldoe solved.

The bishop could be raised up on his throne on a step or two, against the Haelap$d facing the
H congregationHis presbyters could sit on either side, and If their seats were placed against the wall they

would automaticallype facing the focus dhe semicircle, which was thedeal place for thaltar. It is not
suggested that this was all thought out within a few days and adopteetiately, but simly that the
experience of varying situations rstuhave impressed itself dine minds of tb Early Christianscausing
a gradual realisation of the best arrangemadtshape for the Sanctuary arééhen the Edict of Man
was declared by Constantime313and. churchebegan to be built in large numbers there was no necessity

Figure 10 Private to experiment for the form had been found already during three centuries of trial and error
basilica in the
palace of
Domitian, Rome

®Toynbee, IMCandJBWaRler ki ns, 0The Shrine ovfatSito nPsedt,e rl 95n2d, tLhoen dvoant,i claonn genxacnas ,
2Jungmann, 6é6The Early Liturgyé, p.11.



Figure 11 Square Sanctuary

|

Figure 12 Semi-circular Sanctuary
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Furnishings
Bi shost t hrones
‘ ‘ The principal item of furnishing in the Sanctuary was the bikop

throne?! The thronesof the period were of two types: wooden
domestic chas, and stone seats. There arexistence, several high

Figure 13 Roman pacled armchairs such as were in eoon use in the betterlass
2r[r)ncha|r Second century dwelling house by the heads of families (fi@3). Theywere made

use of by the bishops #se need arose. Examplestimber are irS
Pietro, in Rome$S MarcoandS Petro-a-Castdli in Venice. The last
named in rather elaborate and may well hdeen specially
constructed as a bishop's throlteis said to have been used by St
Peter.Examples of the second type are to be foundntatthe rock

in the catacomlzhapels ofRome (fig. 8) and NaplesThese were
generally very simple affairs, withwoback and arm supports, little
attempt made at decoration.

Figure 14 Mosaic Altars

illustration of altar: S .
Appollinare in Classe ~ The Hebrew word usually tnas | aattae d b i t e raaplatey mear

: : : for s a c The term was disually avoided by Christians of the first
four centuries because of its asiation with the pagan altar of sacrifiélt is doubtful whethethe altar is referred to by name
in the Bible but there are some grounds for supposing that the altar was specifically mentioned in some&bassages

21 Also known as cathedra, sedes, or episcopi

2Van Der Meer, F. and Christine Mohrman, O0Atlas of the Early Christia
ZHolyBibl e 1609, Mt. 23 and 2: 61f therefor thou offer t hggagpsitie¢;leave t he a
there thy offering before the altar and go first to lmneiled to thy brother; and then coming thy sheitefr t hy gi ft . &
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The wo ridsynbranots aith éhe term® MmrsaDomined-6 Go d 6 s BHoly T a 10. IArciént writbrs appear
to have used all tersnindifferently. Mede thinks that thevo r d  @as luded forGhe first two centuries, and that tloedw
6tabl ed i s mtetwoks of any authér ofuhosegest*The al t ar was knowtheEagish 6 Chr i ¢
vernacular. Aelfric,n his celebrated Paschal Homily weit n the twelfth centurys peaks of 6:Chri st déds Boar

dat holle bord bugen that brecukerd .
(go to the holy bard and partake dfie bread).

and futher an:

tdame muge we bicumeliche to geslbord bugen, this bode wurdliche ked .
(then may we ¢ Boarthans wartlily gartake@fosiiBady).

It will be seen that there were &whief Influences on the developmenthe ChristiarAltar; five
factors which occur time and time again and are not confined to any partieatary.

The most importanniluence was the assoti@n of the altar with the relgcof saintsand martyrs
Thisproved to be the main factordetermining the shape, size angition of the altar throughout
its history.Closely allied with this was the popular piety and simpheotien of the majority of
Christiangwhich led them to treat the altar with special respect but which, later déth® abuses
of more recent yeard.he third influence was the materiad which the altar was made; most
important, the change from wood to stone whaslyradually aghe changetself, converted the

Figure 15 Mosaic

illustration of altar: S M . . i o
Vitale, Ravenna Early Christian idea of the Liturgy asmeal intolhe modern conception of the Mass as a sacrifice.

Probably this was due to the association of the stone Christian altar with thejpagahsacrifice,
this notion,in turn, becoming a factor in thexadopment of the altar. The finalfluence was theaflure, especially during the
period from the Middle Ages to ¢hend of the nineteenth centuof,architects and clergy tollow the official rulings of the

Hebrews Xiii.lO0O: O6We have an altar whereof they have no p t o
#Cited in Bingham, é6Christian Antiquitiesdo, BK. VIII, C.Vi, s.12.
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Church.It led to the obscuration of the altar and finaitythe words ofComper, to the altabecoming:0 énot a table but a
sideboard?®

The first altar vas the table of the Last Suppresumably it was a dining table, and
tradition hast that it was made of woodt is usually shown as such in pictures.
Therefore, when tle Apostles and theiDisciples celebrated th&ucharistic
Mysteriesthemselves, It wamatural to use an dmary wooden dining table. I§i
important to renemker that the emphasis the early days of the Church was on the
Liturgy as a meal, with the breaking of bread asdiveax, not on the sacrificial
aspectThe change oémphasis came laterhis, then, was thearliest form of altar
quite simple and uncomplicatea dining table
Anotherfactor controlled the shape and size of the attahe early centurieghis
Figure 16 Mosaic illustration of was thealmostconstant threat of persecution. The altar had to be capabléngf be
altar: S Maria Maggiore, Rome easily dismantled or camouflagatd éase the house in which the Liturgy was being
celebrated was raided by tReman authoritiedDuring all the first three centuries
the Chuich was lidle to intermittent persecution. Mgr Philip Hugtsesns it up

6 T h emarfEmperor, supreme autocrat of the whole Roman life, legislptdge, commandein-chief and supreme
pontiff, embodied in his person the whole power of the &afer the Roman, the Christian sbdl out as a dangerous
eccentricHis religion was not a part of hmationality, understood as such, no more than such, and able to be allowed
for as suchas the religious prejudices ofthe 3ew wer e a.f’l owed f or o

TheChrigianwas an ordinary citizen who professed a belief that he declared waspatiole with any other culf.o the State
he was godless, an atheist, and in a cultureiilidation whose bases were religious, he was rezgég dangerous. The bishops
of the Churchdid not take kindly to the idea of the table, hallowed by the Liturgy performed upon it,dpEmgp the constant

%) N Comper, 60Of the Christian Altardo, 1950, London, SPCK, p. 56.
%®Hughes6 A Popul ar History of the Catholic Churché, p.18.



